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What Tamil has done for 
me? What Tamil Chair at 
Harvard effort has done 
for me?
Dr. S.Thirugnanasambandam

"ehd; Mu;? vd; 
cs;sk; Mu;? 
Qhdq;fs; Mu;? 
vd;id ahu; 
mwpthu;?

I am, an unknown, 
irrelevant being. I 
was lucky enough to 

be born into a Tamil loving family.

I was introduced to Tamil with reverence 
and was taught with indescribable 
adoration. I fell in love with Thirukkural 
and Thiruvasakam. I was also introduced 
to Sangam literatures and other classics 
with fervor and pride.

During my high school and college days, I 

was attracted to English literature and 
decided to embark on a journey 
exploring both Tamil and English 
literature during my lifetime in this 
world.

I was not a social butter�y and books 
were my companions. I fancied myself to 
be a closeted writer and perhaps, a 
teacher, for livelihood.

My fate and my mother had different 
plans for my life. I ended up in medical 
school and became a doctor.

The sufferings and the resulting ravages 
endured by the victims of illnesses of all 
kind pushed me to seek refuge in the 
literary masterpieces looking for answers 
and ultimate escape from my confusion. 
My time with Medicine was more 
c o n f u s i n g  a n d  d i s t u r b i n g . 
S o c i o e c o n o m i c  d i ff e r e n c e s , 
discriminations and exploitations 
confused me, tormented me. I did not 

know who I was , what my indented 
purpose was and where I did really 
belong. I escaped to America looking for 
answers. Along with my medical skills, 
my time with Tamil and her riches 
showed me the way for clarity and 
everlasting sunshine. From being 
irrelevant, I started to become relevant, 
purely because of my Tamil heritage. My 
brand of Medicine stood apart because 
of its Tamil �avor.

Thirukkural and Thiruvasakam gave me 
initially the shelter for me to grow, see 
and envision followed by comfortable 
q u a r t e r s  t o  d w e l l ,  t o  s e e k  a n d 
understand the soul cleansing TRUTHS 
and eventually LEAD me to a sanctum, 
both in and out, to be �lled with 
unshakable FAITH, unfailing HOPE and 
lasting PEACE.

When I suffered with the disabling stroke 
recently, Harvard Tamil Chair project 
came along to resuscitate and rejuvenate 

Message from Dr. Vijay Janakiraman
Editorial Board

Pleased to hear the prospect of getting a monthly "Newsletter" as from Tamil New year (April 14th ,2017) 
I am sure this will give  the greater Tamil community at large, the progress we are making and further 
steps that are being taken.

Congratulations for taking this task on behalf of Tamil Chair Inc. Looking forward for the 1st issue soon, 
and I  pledge my support for a  successful launch.

Themathuram

NjkJuj; jkpNohir cyfnkyhk;
guTk; tif nra;jy; Ntz;Lk; 

– kfhftp ghujpahu;
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my aging body, tiring mind and sparkless 
spirit.
This ambitious project will place our 
sweet Tamil along with all other classical 
languages of the world to be taught, 
critically researched to shed light on the 
priceless riches hidden in our
Sangam literature and beyond for the 
world to learn, grow, thrive, and shine. I 
can clearly see and sense now, that my 

irrelevant life is becoming relevant 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
opportunity of serving my mother, my 
sweet, melodious Tamil.

“ehd; ngw;w ,d;gk; ngWf 
,t;itafk;”

Please join us in our noble effort of 
placing our MOTHER in the most 

celebrated places of higher education 
and research, with no expectation and 
then, see what you can get as your
everlasting reward, which will reveal 
itself and that reward will be beyond your 
wildest imagination and expectation .

“kdj;Jf;fz; khrpyd; Mjy; 
midj;jwd; MFy ePu gpw.”

FUNDRAISING IN 
CANADA
Sivan Ilangko

The Canada fundraising for the Harvard 
Tamil Chair started with the launch on 6 
December 2015 in Markham. This was 
followed by other shows such as 
Yagnaseni, Agni musical, MACA drama 
and two breakfast fundraising  events 
with Dr.Sambandam and Jonathan 

Ripley. 

I n  l a t e  2 0 1 6 , 
C a n a d i a n 
Government passed 
a motion declaring 
January as the Tamil 
Heritage month in 
recognition of the 

contribution Tamils have made to 
economic, social and cultural fabric to 
Canada.  This is a signi�cant achievement 

in the short history of Tamils in Canada.  
T h e  Ta m i l  H e r i t a g e  m o n t h  w a s 
celebrated on a grand scale in Stouffville, 
Ontario on 27 January 2017.

The total funds raised in Canada for 
Harvard Tamil Chair including  pledged 
amount to date is $261,400.  

Dr. David Shulman – Indologist. 
Professor of Humanistic Studies 
– The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Author of  'Tamil – A Biography’

The initiative to found a Chair for Tamil studies at Harvard is a very welcome one, long overdue. 

Tamil is one of the world's major languages, and the only South Asian language to have evolved 
continuously from a very ancient past (some 2000 years of astonishing cultural activity) while 
remaining a living contemporary language spoken by tens of millions of people. Its literary tradition is among the �nest in 
human civilization, encompassing marvelous love poetry, epic, philosophical texts, the re�exive sciences of grammar, 
logic, and poetics, historiography, and an enormous religious literature. 

An infrastructure for Tamil already exists at Harvard;  a chair in Tamil will formalize this humanistic �eld there and impact 
upon the study of South Asian civilization in other major academic centers throughout the world. 

A great university that offers deep study of Chinese, Arabic, Greek, Hebrew, Persian, and many other critically important 
languages should �nd a place for Tamil, which belongs in this prestigious series. In a period when chairs in Tamil studies are 
endangered in several important universities, for the usual reasons, the creation of a Chair for Tamil at Harvard would be a 
signal to the academic world that south Indian civilization matters, and that Tamil itself merits the depth of scholarly 
interest that Harvard, perhaps more than any other institution, can provide.
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ly;yh]; epfo;T

mf;Nlhgu; 11>2016y; Gutyu; 
ghy;ghz;bad; mtu;fspd; 
ce;Jjypy; jkpo;rq;fj; jiytu; 
fhy;Lnty; kw;Wk; khepy 
xUq;fpizg;ghsu; jpU. 
ntw;wpr;nry;td;  mtu;fspd; 
$l;LKaw;rpapy; ly;yh]; jkpo; 
mikg;GfSk;> gs;spfspd; 
XUq;fpizg;ghsu;fSk; xd;WNru;e;J  
`hu;thu;l; jkpo; ,Uf;iff;fhf 

epjpj;jpul;l jpl;lkpl;ldu;. ,jidj; 
njhlu;e;J 21FOf;fs; cUthfp 
mzpazpahf jd;dhu;tj;Jld; 
fsj;jpy;,wq;fp nray;gl;ldu;. jkpo; 
,y;yq;fspnyy;yhk; tpUe;jspj;J> 
epjp Nrfupj;jdu;.  EioT rPl;Lfs; 
tpw;gid %yk; E}W lhyu; Kjy; 
Mapuf;fzf;fhd lhyu; tiu 
ed;nfhil Ftpe;jJ. epjp jpul;L 
tpoh ,uz;L ehl;fs;  brk;gu; 16 >17 
2016,y;  ele;jJ. epfo;r;rpapy; rpwg;G 
tpUe;jpdu;fs; jpUkjp R[h 
re;jpuNrfud;> kJiu jpahfuh[u; 
fy;Y}up Nguhrpupau; ,.Ngr;rpKj;J> 
jpUNtzp FOkj;jpd; nray; 
,af;Fdu; jpU.gh.fhu;j;jpNfad;> 
“,aw;if Ntshz;ik” jpUkjp  
kh.Nutjp MfpNahu; `hu;thu;l; 
gy;fiyf; fofj;jpy; jkpo; 
,Uf;fifapd; mtrpaj;ij 
vLj;Jiuj;jdu;. brk;gu; 17,y; 
jkpo;g;gs;sp khztu;fspd; fiy 

epfo;r;rp>gy;jpwd; Nghl;bfs; vd 
muq;fk; kfpo;r;rp nts;sj;jpy; 
kpje;jJ.  epfo;tpd; Kbtpy;> Ie;J 
,yl;rk; lhyu;fs; cj;Njr 
fhNrhiyia lhf;lu; [hdfpuhkd;> 
lhf;lu; rk;ge;jk; MfpNahuplk; 
ly;yh]; kf;fs; toq;fpdu;. kfpo;r;rp 
Muthuk; thid vl;baJ. 
filrpahf ,irepfo;r;rpapy; R+g;gu; 
rpq;fu; n[rpf;fh KjyhNdhu; ghb 
kfpo;tpj;jdu;. ,J xU tuyhw;Wr; 
rhjid.  jkpou; mikg;GfSk;. 
jkpo;g; gs;spfSk; ,ize;J 
nray;gl;lJk;> jkpo; cztfq;fs; 
,g;gzpapy; mauhky; czT 
toq;fpaJk;  Nghw;wj;jf;fit.  khu;r; 
19> 2017Mk; Njjp jpU. KUfhde;jk;  
tuT nryT fzf;Ffis  vLj;J 
ciuj;jhu;. jpU.ntw;wpr;nry;td;  
ed;wp  $w> Gutyu; ghy;ghz;badpd; 
tho;j;JiuAlDk;> tpUe;JlDk; 
Kaw;rp ntw;wpfukhf epiwtile;jJ.

BAY AREA EVENT
N.Kumar Kumarappan

On Feb 4th, all Tamil related 
organizations in the Bay Area got 
together for a kick-off meeting to plan 
for a GRAND fund raiser event to 
bene�t Harvard Tamil Chair (HTC).  It 
was decided to hold a Banquet event 

thon 29  April led by Bay Area Tamil 
Manram (BATM). 

Mr.K.Venkata Ramana, Consul 
(Community affairs, Information & 
Culture) from the Indian Consulate in SF 
kicked off the meeting and the 
campaign. Dr.S. Sambandam gave a talk 

on the history of HTC and motivating 
the attendees to pursue the challenging 
targets for HTC. BATM president Guna 
Pathakkam spoke of the committment 

of  BATM to HTC. Representatives from 
different Tamil organizations spoke, 
sharing a variety of ideas for fund 
raising.  

   Houston Fundraising for Harvard Tamil Chair on 25 March 2017 
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Donations for the 
Harvard Tamil Chair
Donations for the Harvard Tamil Chair can be made by visiting the website 
harvardtamilchair.org and following the instructions. They can be made 
by checks or PayPal and are eligible for tax deductions in both USA and 
Canada.

Upcoming Events

By Tamil Sangam of Greater Washington

By Northern California (Bay Area) 

Musical Event: Kalaimamani P.Unnikrishnan

Saturday 29 April, 2017 at 6.00 PM
Venue: India Community Center

525 Los Coches Street, Milpitas, CA 95035
Contact: Guna Pathakkam – 510 717 8051     

Email: gunabatm@gmail.com

Bharathanatyam Ballet: Sri Rama Nataka Niketan, India
On Saturday, 22 April 2017 : 2.00 – 6.00 PM

Venue : Eleanor Roosevelt High School , Greenbelt, MD20770
Email: sornam@gmail.com 

Fundraising Events in aid of 
Harvard Tamil Chair

DONATIONS 
TO DATE

Total Collected       US$ 2,125,141
Pledged Amount       US$ 198,483                                          

Statement from 
Mrs. & Mr. A. Toolan

H a v i n g  h e a r d  f r o m 
Dr.Sambandam, about 
Tamil, Tamil Culture and  
Tamil Literature, and the 
ongoing effort to raise 
funds for endowing a Chair 
f o r  Ta m i l  a t  H a r v a r d 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  w e  w e r e 
excited and decided to be 
part of that movement.

Both of us came to the 
conclusion precisely at the 
same moment to be part of 
that noble effort and wrote 
a check spontaneously in 
UNISON without any dialogue and discussion.

We were surprised at that extraordinary timing and wrote a 
check and a note, suggesting Dr. Sambandam to move fast 
and collect from 49,999 good souls, just one hundred Dollars 
from each kind hearted Tamils and Tamil lovers to meet the 
�ve million dollars demand.

That was precisely the true story!
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The aim of Harvard Tamil Chair newsletter is to 
record our trials, tribulations and ultimate triumphs 
carefully, meticulously and truthfully for posterity. 

Editorial Board
Appadurai Muttulingam    Sivan Ilangko    Apsara Balamurugan| |

2016 jprk;gu; 11 md;W thrpq;ldpy; ele;j epfo;r;rpapd; 
NghJ jkpo; md;gu;fs; 40 Ngu; xd;wpize;J `hu;tu;l; 
jkpo; ,Uf;iff;F $35>358.00 ed;nfhil mspj;jdu;. 
epfo;r;rpapd; rpwg;G tpUe;jpduhf Nkupyhe;J khepy 
Jiz ml;lhu;dp n[duy; jpU. jpUNte;jpud; tpf;duhrh 
fye;J nfhz;lhu;.
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