44348 Arapaho Ave.
Fremont, CA94539, USA

Tel 510 305 5191

Themathuram o

Y

Email: tamilchair@gmail.com

Date: April 14, 2017

No: 1/1

U,

Harvard Tamil Chair Newsletter

N9

BzwaIrs HUICYTMEF 2_60&0LD6VTLD
ugeyw euems CFUISHeD GeuessT(HLO
- warsedl umygwmiy

. Gzgl: gugev 14, 2017 e &/s

Message from Dr. Vijay Ja
Editorial Board

s N

What Tamil has done for
me? What Tamil Chair at
Harvard effort has done

for me?
Dr.S.Thirugnanasambandam

"BTeTT UF? 6160T
2 6iT6nd SLfF?
EHTETRIGET QYT ?
6163160601 WIS
Sipleury?

I am, an unknown,
irrelevant being. |
was lucky enough to
be bornintoaTamilloving family.

. J

I was introduced to Tamil with reverence
and was taught with indescribable
adoration. | fell in love with Thirukkural
and Thiruvasakam. | was also introduced
to Sangam literatures and other classics
with fervorand pride.

During my high school and college days, |

nakiraman

was attracted to English literature and
decided to embark on a journey
exploring both Tamil and English
literature during my lifetime in this
world.

| was not a social butterfly and books
were my companions. | fancied myself to
be a closeted writer and perhaps, a
teacher, for livelihood.

My fate and my mother had different
plans for my life. | ended up in medical
schooland becameadoctor.

The sufferings and the resulting ravages
endured by the victims of illnesses of all
kind pushed me to seek refuge in the
literary masterpieces looking foranswers
and ultimate escape from my confusion.
My time with Medicine was more
confusing and disturbing.
Socioeconomic differences,
discriminations and exploitations
confused me, tormented me. | did not

Pleased to hear the prospect of getting a monthly "Newsletter" as from Tamil New year (April 14th,2017)
| am sure this will give the greater Tamil community at large, the progress we are making and further
stepsthatare being taken.

Congratulations for taking this task on behalf of Tamil Chair Inc. Looking forward for the 1st issue soon,
and| pledge my supportfora successfullaunch.

know who | was , what my indented
purpose was and where | did really
belong. | escaped to America looking for
answers. Along with my medical skills,
my time with Tamil and her riches
showed me the way for clarity and
everlasting sunshine. From being
irrelevant, | started to become relevant,
purely because of my Tamil heritage. My
brand of Medicine stood apart because
ofitsTamil flavor.

Thirukkural and Thiruvasakam gave me
initially the shelter for me to grow, see
and envision followed by comfortable
quarters to dwell, to seek and
understand the soul cleansing TRUTHS
and eventually LEAD me to a sanctum,
both in and out, to be filled with
unshakable FAITH, unfailing HOPE and
lasting PEACE.

When | suffered with the disabling stroke
recently, Harvard Tamil Chair project
camealongtoresuscitate and rejuvenate



my aging body, tiring mind and sparkless
spirit.

This ambitious project will place our
sweet Tamil along with all other classical
languages of the world to be taught,
critically researched to shed light on the
pricelessriches hiddenin our

Sangam literature and beyond for the
world to learn, grow, thrive, and shine. |
can clearly see and sense now, that my

Dr. David Shulman - /ndo/ogist.
Professorof Humanistic Studies
—TheHebrew University of Jerusalem
Authorof 'Tamil- A Biography’

The initiative to found a Chair for Tamil studies at Harvard is a very welcome one, long overdue.

Tamil is one of the world's major languages, and the only South Asian language to have evolved
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irrelevant life is becoming relevant
because of this extraordinary
opportunity of serving my mother, my
sweet, melodious Tamil.

“Brest QUM @eTUD CUmIS
Belemeuwsd”

Please join us in our noble effort of
placing our MOTHER in the most

celebrated places of higher education
and research, with no expectation and
then, seewhatyou cangetasyour
everlasting reward, which will reveal
itselfand that reward will be beyond your
wildestimagination and expectation.

“LDENS S8 HETT LOTF 06T 560
SIDTSBDE G0 b Lim.”
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continuously from a very ancient past (some 2000 years of astonishing cultural activity) while

remaining a living contemporary language spoken by tens of millions of people. Its literary tradition isamong the finest in
human civilization, encompassing marvelous love poetry, epic, philosophical texts, the reflexive sciences of grammar,
logic, and poetics, historiography, and an enormous religious literature.

An infrastructure for Tamil already exists at Harvard; a chair in Tamil will formalize this humanistic field there and impact
upon the study of South Asian civilization in other majoracademic centers throughout the world.

A great university that offers deep study of Chinese, Arabic, Greek, Hebrew, Persian, and many other critically important
languages should find a place for Tamil, which belongs in this prestigious series. In a period when chairs in Tamil studies are
endangered in several important universities, for the usual reasons, the creation of a Chair for Tamil at Harvard would be a
signal to the academic world that south Indian civilization matters, and that Tamil itself merits the depth of scholarly
interestthat Harvard, perhaps more than any otherinstitution, can provide.

FUNDRAISING IN
CANADA

Sivanllangko

The Canada fundraising for the Harvard
Tamil Chair started with the launch on 6

December 2015 in Markham. This was |

followed by other shows such as
Yagnaseni, Agni musical, MACA drama
and two breakfast fundraising events
with Dr.Sambandam and Jonathan
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Ripley.

In late 2016,
Canadian
Government passed
a motion declaring
January as the Tamil
/ Heritage month in

recognition of the
contribution Tamils have made to
economic, social and cultural fabric to
Canada. Thisisasignificantachievement
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in the short history of Tamils in Canada.
The Tamil Heritage month was
celebrated on a grand scale in Stouffville,
Ontarioon 27 January 2017.

The total funds raised in Canada for
Harvard Tamil Chair including pledged
amounttodateis $261,400.
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BAY AREA EVENT

N.Kumar Kumarappan

On Feb 4th, all Tamil related
organizations in the Bay Area got
together for a kick-off meeting to plan
for a GRAND fund raiser event to
benefit Harvard Tamil Chair (HTC). It
was decided to hold a Banquet event
on 29" April led by Bay Area Tamil
Manram (BATM).

Mr.K.Venkata Ramana, Consul
(Community affairs, Information &
Culture) from the Indian Consulate in SF
kicked off the meeting and the
campaign. Dr.S. Sambandam gave a talk

L6D6VTEND [HlBLD6Y

S166Lmur 11,201660 Lypeusvi
LITEOLIT6TTIQUI6TT  Si6u T & 61i6sT

2 15156060 SODEFMISHS &6M6V6U]T
M0 (HG6UED HMILD TElev
@(HREenemILITenT &l(m.
QeupMlE@aedeussT  ieuisefesr

Sl OWHFUND Ledeomerd HLOLD
SIEOWLILBEHLD, 66 s 6rlesr
Q(HRISlOEILILITEMTHEDHD etTnICFThHa)
aprgeurjl sl B\(HEMEHEEHTS
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on the history of HTC and motivating
the attendees to pursue the challenging
targets for HTC. BATM president Guna
Pathakkam spoke of the committment

HESHI L S LIS L6y @\Femens
QaTLIhE 21&W&s6T 2 (Heurd
S| TS & 631601 6U & SIL 63T
SENHS0@MRIE QFWeOLILL6oTT. SO
BevevmigeNGeveveLTD 6fl(HhEeMNS S,
Hgl Craflssery. mMmeowe FLBs6T
allDLIEHETT CLP6VLd HITM| LTV (PH6d
U &S 6EWIESTETT LTEVJ 66D
BTl Gelbsgl. HF SILE
allpr @ rewi® BrLgeT 1gewuy 16 ,17
2016@60 BLHSG. Hspsdulled HmLiy
sepdamiset Howd sgr
ehFy@aaet, gmy HUTETTL]T
seofl Cuprdflwy @).Cued(pss,
FmBeuswil (& WwsHHlesT CFwed
Qus@eny Sm.ur.srjssGswer,
“@ubens GeuenTemenld” H(m
or.Creugl L EGWTT ammyeurjLl
L6O&EEM6VE SHP&SH0 LD
BBpssmawiaT Safusms

RS GIOTSHSET]. 19FIOLT 17860
SLOPLILIETEN LDT6mToUT&H6MesT &Hemev

of BATM to HTC. Representatives from
different Tamil organizations spoke,
sharing a variety of ideas for fund
raising.

Hep&d,ueddlmer GUTLigge eteor
PRSLD WHEPEF Qeusitens Hled
Blgbsgl. Hapeies (pgailed, obs)
BeoLFD LTeojseT 2 5858
STRFTEMEVEDW LTEL] Qmedlymnes,
LTSLY sbubsd ySCwrfid
L6600 LD&&6M 6UPRISIe]. OSpE &l
SLTEUMILD GUTEmETT 61LIQUIG).
soOLAWTS Genablapsdulled gLy
fmsy Ondsar (waeorGsmmy Umg
w&lpeilssey. Q& @B uIIHNIE
FTHEOSN. ST DEMLOLILSETHLD.
SOIPLI 6ol EmnDd @\ememthg)
QFwedLLLGID, SOl 2 ewieusmis6r
@Uuemiuled HUITDEd 2 6uoTey
aupRFWGLD  CUTDDSSHEHHmeL.  ITEF
19, 2017y Czdl B WHSTOIHSHLD
augey QF6ve| HewTsHEGHEN6ET  61(HSHS)
2 _or&any. Hm.Ceudméaedeues
BTN &nD, LJEU6VJ LITEOLITEUsTIgUI6sNest
UTHSBIDTUL DD, 6l BhHEIL D
wuwHd Ceupmlarors HemeleLbss).

Houston Fundraising for Harvard Tamil Chair on 25 March 2017
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Donations for the
Harvard Tamil Chair

Donations for the Harvard Tamil Chair can be made by visiting the website
harvardtamilchair.org and following the instructions. They can be made
by checks or PayPal and are eligible for tax deductions in both USA and
Canada.

Statement from
Mrs. & Mr. A. Toolan

Having heard from
Dr.Sambandam, about
Tamil, Tamil Culture and
Tamil Literature, and the
ongoing effort to raise

funds for endowing a Chair 2016 glgbuy 11 em eurfmLefed BLbBS HepeFuiet
for Tamil at Harvard Gurgl sWp eujset 40 Gul geaDlenethg aDTTeuTL
University, we were g;Lﬂgfb'@ﬁé?sm&é,'@ $35,358.00 peviQamenL geﬂ%ﬁmﬁ.
excited and decided to be Bapsaullar ALy ellpbelangrs Gofleonbg wrble

glemewt g Lrjell Omevrged Sl HHCeundlyen ellseoyrem

part of thatmovement. Bo0bE OBTETILT].

Both of us came to the Upcoming Events
conclusion precisely at the

same momentto be part of Fundraising Events in aid of
that noble effort and wrote . .

a check spontaneously in Harvard Tamil Chair

UNISON without any dialogue and discussion. " .
By Tamil Sangam of Greater Washington
We were surprised at that extraordinary timing and wrote a Musical Event: Kalaimamani PUnnikrishnan
. Bharathanatyam Ballet: Sri Rama Nataka Niketan, India
check and a note, suggesting Dr. Sambandam to move fast S oy g
and collect from 49,999 good souls, just one hundred Dollars 1l Saturaas, PH! o '
. . . Venue : Eleanor Roosevelt High School , Greenbelt, MD20770
from each kind hearted Tamils and Tamil lovers to meet the i — :
- Email: sornam@gmail.com
five million dollars demand.

By Northern California (Bay Area)

Saturday 29 April, 2017 at 6.00 PM

Venue: India Community Center
525 Los Coches Street, Milpitas, CA 95035

Contact: Guna Pathakkam - 510 717 8051
Email: gunabatm@gmail.com

Thatwas precisely the true story!

The aim of Harvard Tamil Chair newsletter is to
record our trials, tribulations and ultimate triumphs
carefully, meticulously and truthfully for posterity.

Editorial Board

Appadurai Muttulingam  Sivan llangko  Apsara Balamurugan
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