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NjkJuj; jkpNohir cyfnkyhk;
guTk; tif nra;jy; Ntz;Lk; 

– kfhftp ghujpahu;

Harvard Tamil Chair Newsletter   

NjkJu thrfu;fSf;F...

Dear Friends,

tzf;fk; gy! `hu;tu;l; 
gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; jkpo; ,Uf;if 
Fwpj;J cynfq;fpYk; epjp jpul;Lk; 
Kaw;rpapy; md;G jkpo;
neQ;rq;fs; <Lgl;Ls;sij 
mwptPu;fs;.

mJNghy;  xU Kaw;rpapy;jhd; 
ml;yhz;lh ngUefu; jkpo; 
rq;fKk; <Lgl;Ls;sJ. Mf];l; 
28k; ehs; Kj;jkpo; tpoh elj;jpAk;> 
nrg;lk;gu; 8k; ehs;  mfuk; 
mwf;fl;lisAld; ,ize;J  
jkpo; ,Uf;iff;F epjp jpul;Lk; 
tpoh elj;jpAk; ntw;wp fz;lij 
,q;F ed;wpczu;nthL Fwpg;gpl 
tpiofpNwd;.

ebfu; R+upah mtu;fs; Kf;fpa 

tpUe;jpduhf tUifje;j  me;j 
tpohtpy; 450 ez;gu;fs; 
gq;Nfw;wdu;. ebfu; R+upah mtu;fs; 
jkpo; ,Uf;iff;F ntWk; 
Ngr;rstpy; epy;yhky; 10 yl;rk; 
&ghAk; mspg;gjha; 
mwptpj;jNghJ muq;fNk 
fuxypapy; mjpu;e;jJ. ,e;j epfo;T 
gw;wp  gy ,lq;fspy; mwpe;J 
Vida cyfj; jkpo; md;gu;fSk; 
Cf;fk;ngw;W ,JNghd;w 
Kaw;rpfspy; <LgLthu;fs;  vd;W 
ek;GfpNwd;.

,t;tpohtpid elj;jpj; je;j jkpo; 
rq;fj;jiytu; goep> rhkpehjd;> 
jd;dhu;tyu;fs; ruz;ah> =tpj;ah> 
mdpjh kw;Wk; gyUf;Fk; jkpo; 
,Uf;ifapd; rhu;ghf ed;wpfs;  

gy. Fwpg;ghf 
,f;FOtpid 
vdf;F 
mwpKfg;gLj;jp 
midtiuAk; 
Cf;Ftpj;j 
ez;gu; lhf;lu; 
,e;jpud; ,e;jpufpU~;zz; 
mtu;fSf;F tho;j;Jfs; gy> 
ed;wpAk; $l.

mLj;jjhf rpfhNfh khefupy; 
mf;Nlhgu; 7k; ehs; tpoh eilngw 
cs;sJ. jkpod;gu;fspd; MjuT 
tof;fk;Nghy ngUFk; vd 
epidf;fpNwd;.

mJtiu md;Gld;
tp[a; [hdfpuhkd;

kUj;Jtu; 
rk;ge;jk;
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Nuhl; Iyz;l; jkpo; fy;tpf;$lk;

Karthick Iyer in New England 

mnkupf;f kz;zpy; ehd; thOk; 
Nuhl; Iyz;l; khepyk; gug;gstpy; 
kpfTk; rpwpaJ. ehw;gJ 
Mz;Lfl;F Kd;G ehd; ,tz; 
FbNawpa fhiy ,q;F tho;e;j 
jkpou;fspd; vz;zpf;if iftpuy; 
msNt.

jw;nghJ jkpioAk;> cd;djkhd 
jkpou; tho;f;if newpapd; 

mbg;gilahd md;G newp> 
mUs; newp kw;Wk; kpfr;rpwg;ghd 
mwnewpiaAk; gapy;tpf;f Muk;g 
gs;sp xd;W  ,k;khjk; xd;gjhk; 
ehspy; Muk;gpf;fg;gl;lJ. 

me;ehis vd;tho;tpd; 
nghd;dhsf fUJfpd;Nwd;.
tho;f jkpo;!
tho;f jkpoupd; eaj;jf;f 
ehfupfk;!!

Karthick Iyer's Indosouls Team with Devan 
Ekambaram Musical Event for  Harvard 
Tamil Chair Fundraiser on September 30th 
at Concord Middle School, Boston was a 
full packed show with great success. The 
show was stupendous with Classical and 
Cine songs rendi�on and the audience 
throughly enjoyed it and gave a standing 
ova�on. 

Karthick with his Team and Devan 
Ekambaram had performed it free for the 
benefit of Harvard Tamil Chair. 

Harvard Tamil Chair New England (all 
Tamil Organisa�ons in and around New 
England) had made this dream come true. 
The event raised the expected goal of  

$25,000 and this money will be fully 
donated to Harvard Tamil Chair. 

Photo missing
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jkpohy; 
,ize;Njhk;. 
jkpohy; 
,ize;Njhk;. 
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Rajesh Vaidhya Supports 
Harvard Tamil Chair.

Big thank you to TAAL -Madras market team ! For a whole 
hearted support  & dona�on to HarvardTamilChair.org  @ 
Dallas, TX  on 30-Sep-2017

(Photo: From le�  HTC volunteer: Praveena Varadarajan, Singer Pragathi 
GuruPrasad,Guinness fame drums Siddharth Nagarajan, Thaikkudam 
Bridge fame Singer  Siddharth Menon, StephenDevassy  
Keys,RajheshVaidhya-Veena, NaveenKumar-Flute,  Durvin D'souza -
Guitarist  & Vetriselvan T A- HTC Co-ordinator)

GwehD}W 349

ghbatu;: kJiu kUjd; ,sehfdhu;> 
jpiz: fhQ;rp> Jiw: kfl;ghw; fhQ;rp

Ejp Nty; nfhz;L Ejy; tpau; Jilahf;
fba $Wk; Nte;Nj> je;ijAk;
neba my;yJ gzpe;J nkhopayNd>
,/J ,tu; gbtk;> Mapd;> it vapw;W
mup kju; kiof;fz; mk; kh mupit
kuk; gL rpW jPg; Nghy>
mzq;fhapds; jhd; gpwe;j Cu;f;Nf

This is an interes�ng poem that deals with an unusual topic.  
There are 20 poems in this genre -Puranānūru 336-355.  A 
king comes to an ancient family reques�ng to marry their 
daughter.  The father and brothers refuse marriage.  They 
turn down his gi�s.  They fight with the king who comes 
with his soldiers and elephants. The town and its ponds are 
ruined.  People suffer.  They blame the young woman, her 
parents and her brothers for the destruc�on. This poem is 
the voice of a person in town who says, “The king wipes the 
sweat on his forehead with the sharp end of his spear and 
u�ers harsh words.  Her father retorts with angry words, 
not using humble language.  This is their principle.  When 
analyzed, this pre�y, dark, young woman with sharp teeth, 
red streaks in her proud, moist eyes, has become terror to 
her birth town, like a small flame from a kindling s�ck that 
burns down the wood on which it started the fire.”

Sangam literature, the pride of the Tamils, is a huge ocean.  
Despite the ancient and modern commentaries, more 
research needs to be done using modern methodologies 
and rock inscrip�ons from the period.  A Tamil Chair at 
Harvard will help with objec�ve research. 
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The aim of Harvard Tamil Chair newsletter is to 
record our trials, tribulations and ultimate triumphs 
carefully, meticulously and truthfully for posterity. 

Editorial Board
Appadurai Muttulingam    Sivan Ilangko    Apsara Balamurugan| |

     Sponsors for May 2017 newsletter
Dr. Manickam Sankaran, Manimekalai, Veda Murugan, Senthil, Saravanan

Please visit harvardtamilchair.org 
and click the donate button to make your 

donations.  
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Having a Tamil Chair at 
Harvard is a match 
made in Heaven.  I 
salute Dr. Vijay 
Janakiraman ayya and 
Dr. Sundaresan 
Sambandam ayya for 
ini�a�ng this 
endeavour.  The way I 
see it, is as an 
expression of gra�tude 
to our ancestors for passing the gi� of the Tamil language to 
each successive genera�on.  Many say that language is simply 
an instrument of communica�on.  True as this might be, one's 
Mother tongue is far more than an instrument. It is an asset, 
a culture and a way of living and no other language 
demonstrates this be�er than Tamil.  The Tamil Chair at 
Harvard will undoubtedly highlight the hidden treasures that 
lie within the study of the oldest living language on earth.
 
- Daniel Job

A Match Made in Heaven

`hu;tu;l; jkpo; 
,Uf;if epjp 
Nrfupg;G tpoh 7 
mf;Nlhgu; 2017 
md;W 
rpfhNfhtpy; 
eilngw;wJ. R. R 
Interna�onal 
,e;epfo;r;rpia 
xUq;fpizj;jJ. 
xa;. [p. 
kNfe;jpud; 
FOtpdupd; ‘fhNrjhd; flTslh’ ehlfk;> fNz~; 
f;Ugh FOtpdupd; jpiug;gl gpd;dzp ghlfu; KNf~; 
mtu;fspd; nky;ypir epfo;r;rp  Kjypad ,lk; 
ngw;wd. 

vjpu;tUk; 10 etk;gupy; epA+ ,q;fpyhe;jpYk;>  njhlu;e;J  
,e;jpahtpYk; `hu;tu;l; jkpo; ,Uf;iff;F ehlfq;fs; 
elj;jp epjp Nrfupf;f cjTtjhf  xa;. [p. kNfe;jpud; 
rigNahupd; gyj;j ifjl;ly;fSf;fpilNa $wpdhu;.
kUj;Jtu; tp[a; [hdfpuhkd; tpohTf;F tUif je;J 
tpoh mikg;gpdupd; Kaw;rpfis ghuhl;bdhu;.  

- Mde;J. R. Mde;jd;

rpf;fhNfh epjp Nrfupg;G tpoh
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1Thamil is the oldest 
living language in the 
world. The simple fact 
that the Thamil language 
is still in such wide use is 
as surprising as it is 
amazing. It is thought to 
have been born before 
500 BC, as Thamil-
Brahmi inscriptions from 
500 BC have been found 
on Adichanallur, an 
archaeological site in 
Tamil Nadu.




