
¼>\m«D
44348 Arapaho Ave. 
Fremont, CA94539, USA

Date: June 14, 2017      No: 1/3 Njjp: [{d; 14> 2017 vz;: f/

Tel 510 305 5191     
Email: tamilchair@gmail.com

Themathuram

NjkJuj; jkpNohir cyfnkyhk;
guTk; tif nra;jy; Ntz;Lk; 

– kfhftp ghujpahu;

Harvard Tamil Chair Newsletter   

mfj;jpy; fhjYk;  mstplh md;Gk;
Gwj;jpy; tPuKk; GwKJfplh Mz;ikAk;
ms;spj; je;j fhg;gpaj; jkpo;..
vOj> ,aw;w> thrpg;gpd; Urp mwpa>
ciuj;jypd; Rit czu
Fw;wpaYfuKk; 
Kw;wpaYfuKk;
Gzu;r;rp tpFjpAk;>
vjpu;kiwg; nganur;rKk;
G+g;ngau; Kd;dpd Njhd;wpd
nkd;ikAkha;  ctikazp
Kjyha; c&gzpfs; rikj;jpl;l 
njhy;fhg;gpaKk;
Kd;ndOj;J “m” tpy; njhlq;fp
Kw;nwOj;J "d;" y; Kbj;j
nghJkiw ts;StKk;
Njuh kd;dh vd 
rpypu;j;j fhw;rpyk;G fz;zfpAk;
khrW nghd;Nd >tyk;Gup Kj;Nj
vdf; nfhQ;rpf; Fyhtpa NfhtyDk;
mupjpd; fw;ghk; MjpiuAk;>
Ml;ldj;jpAk; ghl;ldj;jpAk;
me;jp ke;jpAk .fhf;ifg; ghbdpAk;
ifty;a rhkpAk; nts;sp tPjpahUk;
xf;$u; khrhj;jpAk;
fypq;fk; ghba
n[aq;nfhz;lhDk;
fhkKiuj;j Fg;igf; NfhopahUk;
fs;Sk; $Ok; fspj;Jg; gUfp
fdp guprspj;J Nrid Gfo;e;J
jf^u; mjpaNdhL
mstshtpa mt;itAk;
,lf;ifahy; ePu; gfpu;e;jhndd
ntQ;rpiwapy; capu; ePu;j;j

md;id jkpopd; mupaiz

fizf;fhy; ,Uk;nghiwAk;
gwk;G ghupAk;
ige;jkpo; tPuf; fps;isau; mq;fit rq;fitAk;
fhg;gpak; ,Jntd fw;Nwhu; nrhy; fk;gDk;
ftd rpj;ju; te;J te;J
fha rpj;jp tpisj;jpl;l
me;jp ke;jp fdpfSf;F
thd;ftpfs; nfQ;rpl;l
Fwj;jp vopy; ciuj;Jr; nrhd;d
jpup$l ftpuhaDk;
NrJit NkLWj;j fdhf;fz;l ghujpAk;> 
nghq;F jkpou; ,d;dYf;F
rq;fhuk; gupe;Jiuj;j ghujpapd; jhrDf;Fk;
jhahd jopod;idf;F>
ifk;ngz;bu; fdTfis 
fztd; rpijnahL Nru;j;njupj;j> 
ghy; tbAk; ngz; fpstp gUtj;ij
gLf;if miw Nru;f;Fk; ghtj;ij xopj;jpl;l
ehfuPfk; ekf;fspj;j  INuhg;gpa Fbfspd;
moF epfu; $lk; mnkupf;f `hu;Ntu;by; 
Xu; ,Uf;if  Xu; ,Uf;if
cs;snkyhk; jkpo; jkpo;..
tho;f jkpo; tsu;f jkpo; nty;f jkpo;
tho;f mt;tpUf;if..thopa thopaNt.....

Mu;.v];. yl;Rkp
kJiu
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Saturday, May 27, 2017 turned out to be a 
beau�ful day, sunny, mild and pleasant, 
here in New England following  two rain-
soaked days prior. The loca�on was 
Nashua, New Hampshire, northwest of 
Boston. Both, young and old, boys and 
girls, women and men walked, walked 
cheerfully, for 5 kilometers, around a 
beau�ful park on the banks of the Nashua 
River, in support of the Harvard Tamil 
Chair  fundraising event.  A diverse group 
of organiza�ons from all over New 
England, with widely varying missions, 
came together with Tamil as their unifying 
force to support this event and make it 
possible. A�er singing the Tamil Anthem, 
Mr.Karthikeyan from the Tamil Makkal 
Mandram welcomed all the par�cipants. 
Dr.Sundaresan Sambandam, represen�ng 

Tamil Chair Inc, 
g r e e t e d  a l l 
a s s e m b l e d  a n d 
applauded their 
efforts in funding a 
Ta m i l  C h a i r  a t 
Harvard University that will thrive in 
perpetuity. Ms.Ranjini and Dr. Anil Saigal 
entertained, energized and inspired the 
crowd to donate and support this noble 
cause. So many gathered, both young and 
old, opened their hearts and their wallets 
to give. The posi�ve vibe and the palpable 
thrill of being part of something of this 
m a g n i t u d e  a n d  s i g n i fi c a n c e  wa s 
immeasurable . Two brilliant young 
children, from two different Tamil 
Schools, gave a brief but though�ul and 
flawless presenta�on in Tamil. Ms. 

Bamiela Venkat thanked all gathered and 
ini�ated the planned 5K. A�er the 
comple�on of the walk, sumptuous food 
awaited  the  hungry  masses .  The 
exhausted par�cipants enjoyed the feast 
while the Maanudam  Parai  team from 
Connec�cut  gave  an  e lect r i f y ing 
performance. It was a remarkable 
experience and a model to be replicated 
for future Walkathons for Harvard Tamil 
Chair fundraising.

Dr. R. Sambandam and Karthikeyan 

New England Walkathon in aid of
Harvard Tamil Chair
Funds Raised US$75,000

My name is Yogi Tambiraja. I am 80 years old and living alone. I am happy to make my 
third modest contribu�on today to Tamil Chair at Harvard University. The idea of 
crea�ng a Tamil chair was inspired by the foremost Sangam Scholar Vaidehi Herbert a 
year back and seed funded by two eminent doctors from the USA, Dr.V.Janakiraman 
and Dr.S. Sambandam. The project needs to raise six million dollars and it is 
energe�cally driven by labor of love by donors and volunteers from all over the world. 

It's heartening to learn that the campaign has reached a �pping point and deserves 
the con�nuing support of past and new donors to successfully inaugurate the Tamil 
Chair at Harvard. My pension income is meager and this is all I could afford to donate 
at this moment. I appeal to all my friends, well-wishers and re�rees from around the 
world to support this noble cause. A�er all, we brought nothing with us and will take 
nothing with us. But we can leave something like a Tamil Chair as our legacy to stand in 
our memory forever. Please visit h�p://harvardtamilchair.org/ and donate whatever 
you can. TODAY. 

My Plea

Yogi Tambiraja
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Swetha 
Pararajasingam will 
be presenting a 
solo dance recital, 
A Divine Journey, 
under the guidance 
of Madurai R. 
Muralidaran on 29 
July 2017 in 
Toronto. The cost 
of the show will be met by her 
parents fully. However, she will be 
dedicating the show as recognition 
for the establishment of a Tamil 
Chair at Harvard University. A 
portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to Harvard. 

UPCOMING EVENT

Sangam Poems -Vaidehi Herbert 

Iq;FWE}W 295> fgpyu;> FwpQ;rpj; 
jpiz - jiytp Njhopaplk; 

nrhd;dJ

tUtJ nfhy;Nyh jhNd> thuhJ
mtz; ciw Nktypd; miktJ 
nfhy;Nyh>
Gdtu; nfhs;spapd; Gfy; tUk; 
kQ;iQ>
,Utp ,Ue;j FUtp tUe;Jwg;
ge;J ML kfspupd; glu;jUk;> 
Fd;W nfO ehlndhL nrd;w vd;  
neQ;Nr?

Sangam poets use deligh�ul metaphors 
and similes liberally, using elements of 
nature to express emo�ons and present 

scenarios.  The reader is able to see the 
scenery vividly as he or she reads the 
poems.  In this sweet poem by Kapilar, 
the heroine tells her friend, “Will my 
heart that went away with him come 
back to me or stay with him, my lover 
from the country with mountains where 
farmers burn grain stubble a�er harvest, 
and peacocks run rapidly in fear for 
cover, distressing the grain ea�ng 
sparrows that jump up and down like 
young women who play with balls?”.

The 18 ancient books of Sangam literature 

have raised Tamil to immeasurable 
heights, jus�fying its posi�on as a great 
classical language.  The Tamil Chair that is 
being created in Harvard will flourish with 
research and teaching.  Please donate 
generously to: harvardtamilchair.org

History of Tamil music is as old and as rich as Tamil itself. From the days of 
Tholkappium, Tamil music was nurtured and adored by Tamils. Silappathikaram 
details " jkpo; ,ir" in elegant detail!

Bhak� literature realized the real power of music to revive and restore Tamil, 
Tamil way of Life and Tamil Faith. From then on, there is no stopping of the 
growth and evolu�on of jkpo; ,ir ( Tamil Music ) which is truly the mother of 
South Indian Music.

Two brothers, Thiru. M. Vaidyalingam and Thiru.M. Kodilingam, hailed originally 
from Kumbakonam , were disciples of the great musical scholar, Kudanthai 
Sundaresanaar (gz;zhuha;r;rp tpj;jfu; g. Re;jNurdhu;).

With their soothing and rousing melodious voice and extremely moving, 
thought provoking and soul mel�ng Sangam, Bhak� and contemporary lyrics 
and their cri�cal interpreta�ons and illumina�ng answers to ques�ons had 
really cap�vated the audiences of Metropolitan Dallas, Boston and New 
Hampshire areas.

Professor . M.Vaidyalingam sang Kanian Poongundranar's Purananaanuru poem 
at Harvard university mee�ng on Sangam Literature and Rig Veda seminar. Both 
the brothers eloquently spoke to the audience about the importance of 
suppor�ng our Harvard Tamil Chair efforts.

We are blessed to have them in our midst.

 Dr. S. Sambandam

TWO DEVOTED BROTHERS

http://harvardtamilchair.org/
http://harvardtamilchair.org/
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The aim of Harvard Tamil Chair newsletter is to 
record our trials, tribulations and ultimate triumphs 
carefully, meticulously and truthfully for posterity. 

Editorial Board
Appadurai Muttulingam    Sivan Ilangko    Apsara Balamurugan| |

     Sponsors for May 2017 newsletter
Dr. Manickam Sankaran, Manimekalai, Veda Murugan, Senthil, Saravanan

tpfld; jlk; ,jopy; (1 Nk> 2017) 
te;j Neu;fhzypy; m.Kj;Jypq;fj;jplk; 
Nfl;l Nfs;tpAk;  mtu; je;j 
gjpYk;.

“`hu;tu;L gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; jkpo; 
,Uf;if epWTtjpy; j Ptpukhf 
,U f ; f p w P u ; f s ; .  m J  g w ; w p 
nrhy;Yq;fs;?”
“epw;Fk; g];]py; VWtjpYk; ghu;f;f> 
XLk; g];]py; Vwpdhy; ePq;fs; 
e p r ; r a k ;  cq ; f s ;  ,yf ; i f 
mile;JtpLtPu;fs;. mnkupf;fhitr; 
Nru;e;j lhf;lu; [hdfpuhkDk; lhf;lu; 

jpUQhdrk;ge;jKk; MSf;F miu 
kpy;ypad; nlhyu;fs; ed;nfhil 
toq;fp ̀ hu;thu;L jkpo; ,Uf;ifia 
Muk;gpj;Jj; itj;jpUf;fpwhu;fs;. 
MfNt> mtu;fSld; Nru;e;J ,aq;fp> 
jkpo; ,Uf;iff;fhf ez;gu;fSk;> 
cyfj;J jkpo;g ; gw;whsu;fSk; 
cioj;JtUfpNwhk;. epjp Nrfupg;G 
Ntfkhf elf;fpwJ. tpiutpy; 3 
kpy;ypad; nlhyu;fs; njhifia 
vl;btpLNthk;. vq;fs; ,yf;F 6 
kpy;ypad; nlhyu;fs;.

cyf nkhopfspy; 
jkpo; xd;Nw rpwg;Gj; 
jd;ik nfhz;lJ.  
g y  M a p u k ; 
M z ; L f s ; 
Kd;Njhd;wp> cau; 
,yf;fpak; gilj;J> 

,d;Wk; thOk; nrk;nkhop jkpo;. A+j 
kj E}y; `Pg;Utpy; vOjg;gl;lJ. 
fpwp];Jtg; Gdpj E}y; fpNuf;fj;jpYk; 
y j ; j P d p Y k ;  v O j g ; g l ; l J . 
r k] ; f p U j j ; j p y ;  N t j q ; f s ; 
vOjg;gl;ld. mNugpa nkhopapy; 
,];yhkpag; Gdpj E}y; jpUf;Fu;Md; 

gjpTnra;ag;gl;lJ. jkpo; nkhopapy; 
kpfTk; mupa Gj;j E}y;fSk;> rkz 
E}y;fSk;> fpwp];Jt E}y;fSk;>
,] ;yhk pa E }y ; fSk ; >  irt
E}y ;fSk ; cs;sd. ,j ;jid
ngUik ,Ue ;Jk ; >  kw ;iwa
nrk ;nkho pfSf ;F `hu ;tu ;by ;
,Uf;iffs; ,Ug;gJNghy jkpo;
nkhopf;F mikatpy;iy. Tamil is the 
only secular classical language that 
survived more than 2500 years. ,J
cyfstpy ; jk pOf ;F Neu ; e ;j 
kpfg;ngupa mtkjpg;G. 

xU rpy cyfj;Jg; ngUe;jiffs; 
ngUe;njhif je;J `hu;tu;by; jkpo; 
,Uf;if mikg;gjpy; ngUik 
xd;Wk; ,y;iy. jkpo;g; gw;whsu;fs; 
midtUk; Nru;e;J ,ij cUthf;f 
Ntz;Lk;. mg;NghJjhd;> mJ cyf 
kf ; fSf ;Fr ;  n r h e ; j k hdj hf 
mikAk; . mJjhd; jkpOf;Fg; 
ngUik. jkpou;fSf;Fk; ngUik. 
cyf nkhopfSf;F rupahrdkhf Xu; 
mupahrdk; jkpOf;F mikAk; ehs; 
ntF J}uj;jpy; ,y;iy.” 

In the month of May Harvard University conducted a two 
day symposium by Sanskrit and Tamil Scholars on Rigveda 
and Sangam  Literature. It is hoped this kind of symposium 

will be organized annually in the future. 

Dr.Bathavatsalam Athreya & Jayashri 
Athreya from San Antonio, Texas are 

the sponsors of this newsletter.  
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