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A Divine Journey dedicated to

Harvard Tamil Chair

On July 29 th 2017, Nirthyakalanjali
Academy of Fine Arts hosted Swetha
Pararajasingam's first ever-solo dance
recital under the direction of Mr. Madurai
R. Muralidaran at the Armenian Youth
Centre.

The repertoire for the evening consisted
of 8 pieces beginning with Srothaswini
Pushpanjali and Kumara Kavithuvam.
This was followed by Nalinkanthi
Varnam, which has only been performed
in Canada once before. The second half
of the evening featured some of the most
unique pieces of Madurai R. Muralidaran
including: Ulla Kumaralgal - struggles of
a 21st century adolescent girl,
Vishamakara Kannan - reenacting the
mischievous acts of Lord Krishna,
Sirippu - explaining the importance of

laughter and expressing the various
forms of laughter, and Mazhai -
illustrating the destruction caused by
natural disasters. The performance
concluded with Thillana followed by
Mangalam with a dedication to Harvard
Tamil Chair.
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Daughter of Toronto's prominent dance
teacher, Smt. Nirothini Pararajasingam,
Swetha's performance was undoubtedly
incredible as she danced elegantly
bringing out different expressions to the
fullest showcasing her mastery of the art.
The audience was mesmerized and gave
the young dancer a standing ovation.
Swetha also dedicated her performance
to the Harvard Tamil Chair and in
recognition of this dedication, the
audience made donations directly to
Harvard, totaling an amount of $10,000.

Mr. Sivan Ilangko, a member of the
advisory board of the Tamil Chair Inc,
announced the appointment of Swetha as
an International Youth Ambassador for
the Harvard Tamil Chair initiative. Mr.
Appadurai Muttulingam and Dr.
Sambandam presented Swetha with the
official appointment letter on the stage.
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TAMIL CHAIR IN HARVARD

World Scholars in South Asian

History & Languages accept that

Tamil language has one of the

oldest written traditions in all of

Asia dating back 2,500 years.

Sangam Tamil literature and related

inscriptions which date back to the

second-century B.C.E. provide a

blueprint of human civilization.

Recent excavation done in Keeladi near Madurai
unearthed a major ancient settlement of Sangam age.
Advanced scientific research is required to analyze the
abundant historic evidences buried in Sangam Tamil
literature, inscriptions, graffiti and other philological
artifacts.

The global awareness about Tamil language or history is
quite limited and the interest to study Tamil language is
dwindling even among the Tamils. When I first learned
that two doctors are donating $1 million to institute a
Tamil Chair at Harvard University, I felt touched
because this is probably the biggest individual donation
for Tamil language and I decided to support this cause
silently in whatever possible way.

Music director, Actor and Singer G.V.Prakash
donating money to Harvard Tamil Chair.
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The poetess Avvaiyar wrote delightful Akam
and Puram poems in Sangam literature. She
wrote the highest number of poems of all the
38 female poets. She was a good friend of king
Athiyaman Neduman Anji, and she wrote
many poems for him. In Puranantru 91, she
appreciates him for his gift of a life-giving, rare
nelli fruit. There was only one Avvaiyar in
Sangam literature. She was not an old woman.
She was a strong and brilliant woman. There
were a couple of Avvaiyars in later literature.
In this poem, Avvaiyar is the voice of a young
woman whose lover has gone to earn money.
Missing him, she says, “Will I hit them? Will I
attack them? Will I scream 'Ah' and 'Ol' citing
some reason? The wind blows and swirls
distressing me, while those in town are
sleeping, unaware of my love affliction.”

Phrases, concepts and stories from Sangam
have permeated into all later literature. The
literature reveals the very foundation of the
Tamil culture. Research in Sangam literature
will often involve research into rock
inscriptions and later literature. A chair at
Harvard is necessary to conduct top level,
scholarly research.

The aim of Harvard Tamil Chair newsletter is to
record our trials, tribulations and ultimate triumphs
carefully, meticulously and truthfully for posterity.

Editorial Board

Appadurai Muttulingam  Sivan llangko  Apsara Balamurugan
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