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NjkJuj; jkpNohir cyfnkyhk;
guTk; tif nra;jy; Ntz;Lk; 

– kfhftp ghujpahu;

Harvard Tamil Chair Newsletter   

NOTABLE DONATIONS 

Mr. Bala Swaminathan family                     
($50,000)

Mr and Mrs. Srini Vasan                             
($10,000)

Ms Sruthy Sriharan                                       
($1,000) 

cyf kakhf;fy; vd;Dk; khngUk; 
vil cUisapd; fPo; cyfpd; 
njhd;ikahd gz;ghl;L 
milahsq;fs; gy eRq;fp 
fhzhky; NghFk; mghafukhd 
R+oypy;  ehk; tho;e;J tUfpNwhk;.  
gz;ghl;L milahsq;fspy; 
jiyahaJ nkhop vd;gJ 
midtUk; mwpe;jNj. ,e;jr; 
R+oypy;  gy;yhapuk; Mz;L 
tuyhw;Wr; rpwg;Gf; nfhz;l  ek; 
jkpo;nkhopia khw;W Fiwahky; 
mLj;j jiyKiwf;Ff; nfhz;L 
nry;y Ntz;ba flik ekf;Fz;L.  
Njhd;wpa fhyk; njhl;L ,d;W 
tiu  Rwhf;fs; flypy; jhd; 
tho;fpd;wd.  fhl;il mupkhf;fs; 
Ms;tjhy; mq;Nf Fbngauyhk; 
vd mit epidg;gjpy;iy.  
Mdhy; MwwpT nfhz;l kdpjd; 
VNjNjh fhuzq;fshy; jd; 

jd;dpfupy;yh nkhop 
milahsj;ij 
tpl;Lf;nfhLf;fpwhd;. Ngzg;glhJ 
jkpo;nkhop NjAkhapd; 
nry;tq;fs; gy ngw;wpUe;jhYk; 
mLj;j jiyKiwapdu; 
ViofshfNt tho;tu;.

,e;j ,f;fl;bypUe;J kPs 
`hu;thu;l; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; 
jkpOf;nfd;W Xu; ,Uf;if 
mikf;f gy jhAs;sq;fs; Kd; 
te;jpUg;gJ  jq;fkhd 
jUzkhFk;.  cyfj;jpd; rpwe;j 
gy;fiyf;fofkhd `hu;thu;l;by; 
jkpOf;nfd;W ,Uf;if 
mike;jhy; jkpo; vd;Dk; 
fiuapy;yh ngUq;flypy; ,Ue;J 
mwpag;glhj gy mUk;ngUk; 
Kj;Jfs; fpilf;Fk;. ,J 
jkpOf;F xU jiyepkpu;ty;yth?

,e;jf; fdT edthf 
jkpou;fshfpa midtUk; 
jk;khy; ,ad;w ed;nfhilia 
mspf;f Ntz;Lnkd;W ehd; 

Nfl;Lf; nfhs;fpNwd;.  
jkpnod;Dk; <by;yh ngUituk; 
ek;khy; ehk; thOk; fhyj;jpy; 
juzpnaq;Fk; xspul;Lk;

Fwpg;G - epuQ;rd; ghujp kfhftp 
ghujpahupd;  Ngj;jpapd; Ngud; 
mjhtJ vs;Sg;Ngud;.

jkpOf;F 
xU jiyepkpu;T

epuQ;rd;  ghujp
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md;Gs;s m.Kj;Jypq;fk; Iah mtu;fSf;F>

tzf;fk;. `hu;tu;l; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; mikatpUf;Fk; ‘jkpo; ,Uf;if’ 
gw;wp ehd; Vw;nfdNt mwpe;jpUe;j NghjpYk;> cq;fSldhd njhiyNgrp 
ciuahlypy; $Ljyhfj; njupe;J nfhz;Nld;. jhq;fs; ,jw;fhf 
mikf;fg; gl;bUf;Fk; FOtpy; xUtu; vd;gjwpe;J kpFe;j kfpo;r;rp 
nfhz;Nld;.

Kjd;Kjyhf ,J gw;wpj; njupate;j NghJ vdf;F Vw;gl;l Kjy; 
vz;zk;> ‘ jkpou;fs; ehk; vg;NghJ ghu;j;jhYk; jkpo;g; ngUik Ngrpj; 
jpupfpNwhk;> Mdhy; ,g;NghJjhd; `hu;tu;by; jkpo; ,Uf;if mikg;gJ 
gw;wp Nahrpf;fpNwhk;> Vd; ,e;j vz;zk; KjypNyNa Njhd;wtpy;iy?’ 
vd;gJjhd;. vg;gbNah jpUkpF itNjfp n`u;gu;l; mtu;fspd; ghuhl;L 
tpohtpy; ,jw;fhd tpij Cd;wg;gl;L> ,Njh ,g;NghJ nrb 
jioj;Njhq;fj; njhlq;fp tpl;lJ.

jpiug;glg; ghly;fspy; Mq;fpyk; NfhNyhr;rpa fhyj;jpy; jkpohy; KbAk; vd;W fhl;Ltjw;fhfNt ehd; Kide;J 
epd;Nwd; vd;gjhy;> `hu;tu;by; jkpo; ,Uf;if gw;wpa nra;jp vdf;F vj;jid ctif mspj;jpUf;Fk; vd;W 
tptupf;fj; Njitapy;iy. ,jw;fhf MFk; MW kpy;ypad; nrytpy; Kjy; xU kpy;ypad; lhyu;fs; nrYj;jpj; 
Jtq;fp itj;jpUf;Fk; kUj;Jtu; [hdfpuhkd; mtu;fSf;Fk; mtuJ ez;gu; jpU. jpUQhdrk;ge;jk; mtu;fSf;Fk; 
vd; kdkhu;e;j ed;wpiaj; njuptpj;Jf; nfhs;fpNwd;.

Vd; cyfj;Jj; jkpo;r; nry;te;ju;fs; kl;Lk; nrYj;jp ,Uf;ifiaj; Jtq;ff; $lhJ vd;w epahakhd Nfs;tpf;F 
cq;fs; gjpy; mijtpl epahakhdJ. ,j;jifa ngUikkpF nraYf;Fj; jkpou;fs; xt;nthUtupd; gq;fspg;Gk; 
,Uf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;gNj mJ!

vd; jhahu; nt.nt. fz;zk;khs; jkpo; Mrpupau;> (kiwe;j) vd; je;ijahu; R.M. Rg;gpukzpad; jkpo;f; ftpQu;. 
jkpo;g; gw;wpd; fhuzkhfNt vdf;Fk; vd; mz;zd;> jq;iff;Fk; ngau;fs; R+l;bdhu;fs; ‘G+q;Fd;wd;> jhkiu> 
ky;ypif’ vd;W! vq;fs; FLk;gNk jkpo;f; FLk;gk;. jkpo;topf; fy;tp> jkpo; topghL> jkpo;topr; rlq;Ffs; vd;W 
gapd;W te;Njhk;> cr;rf;fl;lkhf> nghwpahsuhfpa ehd; jkpo;g; ghly;fs; vd;W jkpo;j; jpiug;glj;jpw;Fs; 
Eioe;jJ fhyk; ,l;l fl;lis vd;Nw Njhd;WfpwJ. vd; je;ijahu; ,g;NghJ ,Ue;jpUe;jhy; ,e;jg; gzpia 
rpuNkw; nfhz;bUg;ghu; vd;gjpy; Iakpy;iy.

vq;fs; FLk;gj;jpd; ngauhy; ehq;fs; mspf;Fk; rpW njhifahd & xU ,yl;rj;ijg; (1>00>000.00) ngw;Wf; 
nfhs;s Ntz;LfpNwd;. ePq;fs; Nfl;Lf; nfhz;lgb vd; urpfu;fSf;Fk; ehd; Ntz;LNfhs; tpLf;fpNwd;. ,e;jr; 
nra;jpia ePq;fs; ve;j tpjj;jpYk; cyfj; jkpou;fSf;Ff; nfhz;LNgha;r; Nru;f;fyhk;.
“jkpou;fNs tUf> jkpo; ,Uf;if jUf”.

`hu;tu;l; gy;fiyf; fofj;jpy; jkpo; ,Uf;if kyu;e;jJ vd;w nra;jp tpiutpy; te;J fhjpy; Njd; gha;r;rf; 
fhj;jpUf;fpNwd;.

md;Gk; tho;j;JfSk;!
jq;fs; cz;ikAs;s>
jhkiu
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`hu;thu;l; jkpo; ,Uf;ifia tho;j;jp ftpQu; jhkiu xU fbjk; 
vOjpaJld; `hu;thu;l; jkpo; ,Uf;iff;F xU yl;rk; &gh 
epjpAjtpAk; mspj;jpUf;fpwhu;. mtu; vOjpa kly; ,Jjhd;.

ftpQu; jhkiuapd; rkPgj;jpa ‘js;spg;NghfhNj‘ ghly; kpfg; gpugykhdJ. V.Mu;. u`;khd; 
,iraikj;jJ. ,d;W A+l;A+g; topahf 28 kpy;ypad; kf;fisr; nrd;wile;jpUf;fpwJ. ,tu;fs; MSf;F 
xNunahU nlhyu; nfhLj;jhy;$l  `hu;thu;l;by;  ehY jkpo; ,Uf;iffis  cUthf;fptplyhk;.  

vq;fSf;F Njit Xu; ,Uf;ifjhd;. harvardtamilchair.org ,izajsj;Jf;Fr; nrd;W DONATE gl;lid 
mOj;jp `hu;thu;Lf;F ,yFtpy; gzk; nrYj;jyhk;. 
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On July 29 th 2017, Nirthyakalanjali 
Academy of Fine Arts hosted Swetha
Pararajasingam's first ever-solo dance 
recital under the direction of Mr. Madurai 
R. Muralidaran at the Armenian Youth 
Centre.

The repertoire for the evening consisted 
of 8 pieces beginning with Srothaswini 
Pushpanjali and Kumara Kavithuvam. 
This was followed by Nalinkanthi 
Varnam, which has only been performed 
in Canada once before. The second half 
of the evening featured some of the most 
unique pieces of Madurai R. Muralidaran 
including: Ulla Kumaralgal - struggles of 
a 21st century adolescent girl, 
Vishamakara Kannan - reenacting the 
mischievous acts of Lord Krishna, 
Sirippu - explaining the importance of 

laughter and expressing the various 
forms of laughter, and Mazhai - 
illustrating the destruction caused by 
natural disasters. The performance 
concluded with Thillana followed by 
Mangalam with a dedication to Harvard 
Tamil Chair.

Daughter of Toronto's prominent dance 
teacher, Smt. Nirothini Pararajasingam, 
Swetha's performance was undoubtedly 
incredible as she danced elegantly 
bringing out different expressions to the 
fullest showcasing her mastery of the art. 
The audience was mesmerized and gave 
the young dancer a standing ovation. 
Swetha also dedicated her performance 
to the Harvard Tamil Chair and in 
recognition of this dedication, the 
audience made donations directly to 
Harvard, totaling an amount of $10,000.

Mr. Sivan Ilangko, a member of the 
advisory board of the Tamil Chair Inc, 
announced the appointment of Swetha as 
an International Youth Ambassador for 
the Harvard Tamil Chair initiative. Mr. 
Appadurai Muttulingam and Dr. 
Sambandam presented Swetha with the 
official appointment letter on the stage.

A Divine Journey dedicated to 
Harvard Tamil Chair

jkpohy; 
,ize;Njhk;. 

nraw;fupa ahTs el;gpd; mJNghy; 
tpidf;fupa ahTs fhg;G.

<l;Ltjw;F el;ig Nghy; mupa 
nghUs; ,y;iy> ghJfhg;gpw;F 
Vw;wJ el;ig Nghy; rpwe;jJ 
,y;iy. 

fhupUs; fle;J R+iy jpq;fs; 
,Ugj;jp %d;whk; ehshd md;W 
R+upad; rpupj;jJk;> NuhL Iyz;l; 
jkpou; jhk; rpupf;f fhuzk; 
fpilj;jJ jkpou; xd;W $lypy;. 

Vioapd; rpupg;gpy; ,iwtid 
fhzyhk;> koiyapd; rpupg;gpy; 
kNfridAk; fhzyhk;. Mfrpwe;j 
ehw;gJ rpwhupd; eakhd eldk;> 
mWRit czT> ngupNahu; Nfs;tp 
tpisahl;L> midj;Jk; 
kfpo;r;rpapd; vy;iyapid ,kak; 
jhz;ba msT. 

cwTfis mioj;J> el;gpid 
rpupj;J> ghrj;jpid gpwg;gpj;J> 

czu;Tfis capu;g;gpj;J NuhL 
Iyz;l; jkpo; rq;fj;jpd; fd;dp 
mikg;G> fUj;Jld; $ba tuyhW 
,dptUk; re;jjp Ngrp kfpOk;. 

<d;w nghOjpd; ngupJtf;Fk; 
jd;kfidr; 
rhd;Nwhd; vdf;Nfl;l jha;

vd;W rhd;Nwhd; vd;W kl;Lk; 
,y;yhky;> ts;sy; vd;Wk; Ngu; 
ngw;w vq;fs; rk;ge;jk; ma;ah 

kl;Lk; mtu;fspd; Jiztpahu; 
`hu;tu;l; jkpo; ,Uf;if gw;wp 
tpsf;fpaJld; epy;yhky; vq;fs; 
jkpo; koiyfspd; eldj;jpid  
ghuhl;b MrPu;thjk; juTk; 
jtwtpy;iy.

Kidtu;. ehNfe;jpud; ju;kypq;fk; 
Ma;T tpQ;Qhdp> NuhL Iyz;l; 
kUj;Jtkid 
Gnuhtpld;];.  
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The aim of Harvard Tamil Chair newsletter is to 
record our trials, tribulations and ultimate triumphs 
carefully, meticulously and truthfully for posterity. 

Editorial Board
Appadurai Muttulingam    Sivan Ilangko    Apsara Balamurugan| |

     Sponsors for May 2017 newsletter
Dr. Manickam Sankaran, Manimekalai, Veda Murugan, Senthil, Saravanan
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FWe;njhif 28> xsitahu;> ghiyj; 
jpiz> jiytp Njhopaplk; nrhd;dJ

Kl;LNtd; nfhy;? jhf;FNtd; nfhy;?
XNud;! ahDk; Xu; ngw;wp Nkypl;L
Mm xy;nydf; $TNtd; nfhy;
mykuy; mir tsp miyg;g> vd;
caT Neha; mwpahJ JQ;Rk; Cu;f;Nf?  

The poetess Avvaiyār wrote delightful Akam 
and Puram poems in Sangam literature.  She 
wrote the highest number of poems of all the 
38 female poets.  She was a good friend of king 
Athiyaman Nedumān Anji, and she wrote 
many poems for him.  In Puranānūru 91, she 
appreciates him for his gift of a life-giving, rare 
nelli fruit.  There was only one Avvaiyār in 
Sangam literature.  She was not an old woman. 
She was a strong and brilliant woman.  There 
were a couple of Avvaiyārs in later literature.  
In this poem, Avvaiyār is the voice of a young 
woman whose lover has gone to earn money.  
Missing him, she says, “Will I hit them?  Will I 
attack them?  Will I scream 'Ah' and 'Ol' citing 
some reason? The wind blows and swirls 
distressing me, while those in town are 
sleeping, unaware of my love affliction.”  

Phrases, concepts and stories from Sangam 
have permeated into all later literature.  The 
literature reveals the very foundation of the 
Tamil culture.  Research in Sangam literature 
will often involve research into rock 
inscriptions and later literature.  A chair at 
Harvard is necessary to conduct top level, 
scholarly research. 

FWe;njhif

World Scholars in South Asian 
History & Languages accept that 
Tamil language has one of the 
oldest written traditions in all of 
Asia dating back 2,500 years. 
Sangam Tamil literature and related 
inscriptions which date back to the 
second-century B.C.E. provide a 
blueprint of human civilization. 
Recent excavation done in Keeladi near Madurai 
unearthed a major ancient settlement of Sangam age. 
Advanced scientific research is required to analyze the 
abundant historic evidences buried in Sangam Tamil 
literature, inscriptions, graffiti and other philological 
artifacts.

The global awareness about Tamil language or history is 
quite limited and the interest to study Tamil language is 
dwindling even among the Tamils. When I first learned 
that two doctors are donating $1 million to institute a 
Tamil Chair at Harvard University, I felt touched 
because this is probably the biggest individual donation 
for Tamil language and I decided to support this cause 
silently in whatever possible way.

TAMIL CHAIR IN HARVARD

Music director, Actor and Singer G.V.Prakash 
donating money to Harvard Tamil Chair.
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